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March Madness?...“Paying it Forward” with the principal

Our school wide theme will have added height this
month as we honor it with a month of activities, celebrations
and acknowledgments around kids doing good things for others.

Pay it Forward Month was proposed by one of our new
teachers to the building, Mrs. Amanda Smutok, as a way to
remind students of the various intricacies of doing acts of
kindness and also as a way to beat the March doldrums, often
felt due to the arrival of the Northeastern “mud season”, March
MCAS testing, and no vacation time to take a deep breather.

This first week has been ‘Pay it Forward Awareness
Week” and we have shared daily stories of kids making a
difference and celebrating individual Pay it Forward stories
observed within our own school community. This will continue
for the rest of the month.

During the second week our theme will be “Thank You
Week”. Students will spend a little extra time in and out of their
classes expressing gratitude to family, friends and school
personnel for their role in their success.

The week following, we will observe “Donate Week”.
The highlight of this week will be collections for our chosen
charity, Project Smile. This charity focuses on providing gently
used toys, stuffed animals, etc. to police and fire stations so that
they can share these with children with whom they might
service in an emergency. Additional Haiti collections will also
take place.

The final week of the month will feature “Team Week”
activities. A door decorating/hallway decorating contest and
additional celebrations of student kindness will be highlighted.

We are looking forward to all of these activities and are
so thankful to Mrs. Smutok, our STUCO and NJHS members
led by Mr. McCourt, Mrs. McLean and Mrs. Ferrara.

Of course, March would not be complete without
MCAS! Our first round of testing will take place the week of
March 22, 2010. Please help us help the students perform at
their best by ensuring that they have a good night’s rest and a
good breakfast all week. Attendance each day is key as well!

Should you desire further information that is not listed
or if you have a suggestion for future publications, I welcome
your feedback and input. Please e-mail me at
gabrams @bmrsd.net any time.

During this upcoming break I hope that you are able to
enjoy some extra special time with family and friends. Take
care of yourselves and each other!

With much hope!

Ms. Gabrielle Abrams
Principal

Please call the main office & the school o would Jke this document translated into  language ofhet than Englhsh,
Por fevror, comtate & seerebana contral da escola caso dessje que este documento s raduzdo pars o portugués,
Pot fevor, Hame & La offictus eerteal de s escuela sivsted desea qoe este documento ses teadueido o espafil

G Tl o 0 o 4 D Y sl
trwmitufigrubrrusrery i, neurtatumisgmutod Ry,

NO SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS
As we enter the winter season it is time to be prepared for “No School,” “Delayed Opening” and “Early Dismissal”
announcements. It is important that you and your child discuss your family plans for these days. In particular, it is
critical that the children know what to do in the event of an “Early Dismissal.” The BMRSD will make

announcements on the following radio and television stations. We appreciate your tuning in to one of these
options rather than calling the school. Our telephone lines must be kept open for emergency situations. Please
note that anytime there is a delayed opening, morning preschool will be canceled. Obviously, when there

Radio Stations:

WTAG 580AM Worcester
WPRO 630AM E. Providence
WRKO 680AM Boston
WBZ 1030AM Boston
WOON 1240AM Woonsocket
WNRI 1380AM Woonsocket
WSRS 96.1FM Worcester

On the Web:

is an early dismissal there will be no afternoon preschool.

TV Stations:

WBZ-TV News 4

WCVB-TV News Center 5

WEXT Channel 6

WHDH-TV News 7

Charter Cable Channel 12 or 13 - Millville

http://www.thebostonchannel.com/closings/index.html




BMR Special Education Parent Advisory Council

Upcoming Meetings
All meetings will be held at the Hartnett Middle School
in the Library Conference Room at 7:00 PM

Wednesday, March 3, 2010:
Meeting Topic: Reading!!!

Wednesday. April 7, 2010:
Meeting Topic: Tests: What do they measure? What do the scores mean?

Wednesday, May 5, 2010:
Meeting Topic: What’s happening during the summer?

School Committee Update — March, 2010
On Feb. 11", a joint meeting of the School Committee, Boards of Selectmen and Finance from Blackstone and Millville, as
well as Senator Moore was held at the Millville Town Hall. Minimum contribution is expected to increase for both towns,
Millville’s by an additional $60,000 and Blackstone’s by $110,000. Both the Senator and Representative urged caution
when developing the budgets for the next two years. The governor’s budget for FY11 uses federal stimulus money, which
has not yet been appropriated and no stimulus money is expected to be available for FY12.

We are making great strides in keeplng our budget transparent. The Open Hearing meeting for the District’'s FY11 budget
will be held on Thurs., March 11" at 7PM in the Molony-Sullivan Auditorium at the High School. We urge you to attend.
The Superintendent WI|| present a level services budget.

The Superintendent has worked to save money wherever possible. One way was to utilize the resources of other towns
by job sharing with Bellingham in two key posmons the Directors of Food Service and Curriculum. Another idea being
explored was the possibility of moving the 5" grade to the middle school. After initial investigation, there would be NO
educational enhancement or savings, so the idea has been dropped. The 5" graders will remain housed at the A. F.
Maloney and Millville Elementary Schools.

School Committee Meetings: March 11" — Open Hearing at BMR and 25" at 7PM in the F. W. Hartnett Media Center

March 10" Parent Workshop...
Please consider joining us for our next workshop in our series .

Cyber bullying and Internet Safety
March 10, 2010 at 6:00 PM
Presenter: Joanne Powell, Worcester DA’s Office
FWHMS Media Center
amilies are asked to RSVP by Friday March 5, 2010 by calling (508) 876-0190 or by e-maill
Sue Levitre at slevitre@bmrsd.net



...Important Dates to Note...

This month we will host “Pay it Forward Month” — a month celebrating good deeds!

Date Event and Time

March 8, 2010 3" Term Progress Reports distributed

March 9, 2010 Staff Meeting — No after school extra help today

March 10, 2010 6:00 PM — Parent Workshop — Cyber bullying and Internet Safety
7:00 PM — PTO meeting

March 11, 2010 2:45-4:45 — Parent Teacher Conferences
No After School Program (ASAP) today

March 12, 2010 NO SCHOOL - Professional Development Day

March 15, 2010 4:00 PM - After School Program Parent Open House

March 17,2010 9:30 AM — BMR presentation to 8" Grade students

3:00-4:00 PM - School Council meeting — all are welcome!
7:00 PM — BMR 8" Grade Parent Evening at BMR

March 22, 2010 6™ Grade MCAS Reading Comprehension Session #1
March 23, 2010 6™ Grade MCAS Reading Comprehension Session #2
7™ Grade MCAS Long Composition
March 24, 2010 7™ Grade MCAS Reading Comprehension Session #1
March 25, 2010 7™ Grade MCAS Reading Comprehension Session #2
8" Grade MCAS Reading Comprehension Session #1
March 26, 2010 8" Grade MCAS Reading Comprehension Session #2
6:00-9:00 PM — 6" Grade Social
April 1, 2010 April Newsletter e-mailed and sent home
6:00 PM — NJHS / STUCO sponsored Spaghetti Supper and Family Fun Night!
April 2, 2010 NO SCHOOL in observance of Good Friday

*x*Students who are absent during any of the MCAS test sessions will have to make up these
tests; arrangements will be made for this purpose.***

Communication is key...
If your child is absent, please
1) call and let us know he/she will be out
2) send your child back to school with an absent note from you or from a Dr.

If you're concerned about your child’s progress
1) call or e-mail any teacher with whom you would like to collaborate further
2) set up a meeting with your child’s Team of teacher

We're here for you... We're in this together!

Substitutes Needed!




NOTES FROM THE NURSE

Sports Physicals

Any student trying out for a spring sport must
have had a physical by a physician within 13 months
prior to the first day of tryouts. I need to have a copy of
the physical exam in order to sign the athletic eligibility
form. Students are not allowed to tryout for a sport if the
eligibility form is not signed. Dr. Perriello, the school
physician, will be here on Wednesday, March 3, to do
sports physicals for those students who need one in order
to tryout for a spring sport. Please have your son or
daughter come see me if they need to have a physical.

Postural Screening

Postural Screenings will be conducted to detect
spinal problems in children of grades 6, 7 and 8 on April
8 and 9. This screening is mandatory under
Massachusetts State Law; Chapter 71; Section 57. All
students are expected to participate in this screening
program. Only a doctor’s note stating the child has been
screened in the past year will excuse a child from the
school screening.

The purpose of the screening is to find early
signs of possible spinal problems. It is not a diagnostic

What can I do to keep my child from getting sick?

service, but a program to identify young people who
should have further medical evaluation. If your child
has any unusual findings, you will be notified and asked
to take your child to your family physician or
pediatrician for further evaluation. The majority of the
students exhibit no findings. If nothing unusual is
found, I will not be contacting you again until the
screening process next year.

The procedure for screening is a simple one in which the
physical education instructor (for boys) or school nurse
(for girls) looks at the child’s back as he/she stands
upright and bends forward. Boys will be asked to
remove their shirts and girls will be asked to pull their
shirt up around the neck line in order to visualize the
spine.

If you have any questions or concerns please contact me
at 508-876-0193, option #3.

Sincerely,
Sue Wiegers

It is important to teach your children how to reduce their risk of getting the flu and how to protect others from becoming
infected. If we all practice good hygiene, we can limit the spread of flu in our schools.

¢ Get your child both the HIN1 and seasonal flu shots. Vaccination is the best way to keep your child from getting

the flu.

e Teach your children to wash their hands often. Washing with soap and hot water for at least 20 seconds is ideal
(about as long as it takes to sing the “Happy Birthday” song twice).

e Teach your children to use hand sanitizer. Gels, rubs, and hand wipes all work well, as long as they contain at least
60% alcohol. Watch small children using gels so they don’t swallow it.

e Teach your children to cough or sneeze into their elbow—not their hands! Cover coughs and sneezes with
tissues or by coughing into the inside of their elbow. They should wash their hands after blowing their nose or

coughing into a tissue.

e Teach your children to avoid touching their nose, mouth or eyes. They should keep their hands away from their

face.

*#%% Flu spreads easily from person to person. If you think your child is getting the flu please keep them home. When
you call to report your child absent due to illness, please leave a detailed message as to which of the following symptoms
your child has: fever, sore throat, cough, runny nose, headache, vomiting, diarrhea, or feeling very tired. All students with
a fever or vomiting should stay home for at least 24 hours without fever or vomiting. If you have any questions please

call me at 508-876-0193, option 3.




ChorusNews

The Hartnett Middle School Chorus performed at the Massachusetts State House Monday, March 1, 2010. The
students were hosted by Senator Richard Moore and his staff. They sang on the Grand Staircase and did a wonderful job!
The performance was followed by a tour of the State House and a pizza luncheon courtesy of Senator Moore himself.
Many thanks go out to Senator Moore and his staff.

The Hartnett Chorus is now busy getting ready for the Hartnett Middle School Fine and Performing Arts Night
and the Blackstone Millville Regional All District Concert. The dates of these events will be announced in future
newsletters.

Special thanks also go out to the Millville Senior Citizens for Valentine cookies and pastry and everything else
they shared with our chorus students. You are all VERY kind!

Yearhook Orders Being Taken Now!

Order Some HMS Memories

Yearbooks can still be ordered, special messages can be submitted, and ads are being accepted! The yearbook
staff is busy taking and gathering photos, planning page layouts, and practicing their new layout skills all in
preparation for the HMS 2010 Dream Yearbook. Don't forget to make sure that you will have one.

The memories are priceless.

For any of the forms, please contact Yearbook Adviser, Ms. Joan DuRocher
at school by phone or by email at jdurocher @bmrsd.net.

PTO NEWS and INFO

Please visit our Schoolnotes.com web page for more complete information at
http://new.schoolnotes.com/pto4hartnett/95494

We are kicking off our Spring Fundraising Magazine Drive Event on Tuesday March 9, 2010!
Students will be selling from a large list of titles between 3/10 and 3/19/10. Proceeds benefit
future events for our students and we hope that you will participate!

Also... when thinking about PTO sponsored events have you ever had thoughts that started with
“‘Why don't they.....” or “That would have been so much better if .....” or “I'd love to see....” Although
we continue to strive to make a difference in some way for every child each year, it is increasingly
harder to do without the participation of people who have different thoughts and ideas... like you! We
find ourselves in desperate need of parents and/or teachers who'd like to help make a difference now
and in the future. Please consider coming to our next meeting Wednesday, March 10th at 7pm.
We'd love to see you there!



Notes from the Teams...

...6™ Grade. ..

Remember to check out the Schoolnotes sites for teacher’s homework assignments. Simply type in the zip code and the list of
teachers will come up. It’s a simple process. (GO toO http://new.schoolnotes.com.

The 6" Grade Staff would like to congratulate Mrs.
Maurice on the birth of her daughter, Meredith.

Science - Ms. DuRocher and Mrs. Laren

The sixth graders are continuing to study plate
boundaries with more focus on the 3 main types of
mountains: dome, fault-block and folded. Students are
working in groups and creating a poster of information
about what they have read in the Dynamic Earth book
about the different types of mountains and how they are
formed. Each group will present their poster and
information to the class. Students will also research the
highest mountain on each continent and create a bar
graph with the heights of each mountain. We will then
move on to Earthquakes and Tsunamis.

As a reminder, highlighters, pencils and erasers,
colored pencils, and loose leaf (3-hole binder) paper are
some of the supplies that we use on a fairly regular basis.
It would be helpful for your child to have his/her own
supply replenished.

ELA - Mrs. Adamz and Mrs. Lawson

ELA classes will be reading selections from
various genres, practicing test taking skills including
answering multiple choice questions, reasoning through
answer choices, and finding evidence in the text to
support their answer choices as well as open responses.
Please continue to encourage your child's timely
completion of reading comprehension (practice MCAS
test) packets.

Open responses will be the writing focus
through March. Students need to mark key words in and
label the multiple parts of (parts a, b, c, etc.) all open
response  prompts. Pre-writing strategies  (lists,
templates, charts, outlines, diagrams), on-topic
explanations with relevant, supporting details, rough
drafts, proper topic sentences and clinchers, and proper
paragraph organization are all required practice of
thoughtful open response writing.

This quarter, students are also reviewing the
parts of a sentence and types of sentences. Too many
sentences written by students are incomplete, choppy, or
not punctuated. Knowing proper sentence structure will

help students correctly form and use various kinds of
sentences so their writing is smooth and logical.

QUARTER 3 TEST: A quarterly test will be
given at the end of March. A test study guide worksheet
will be given to students about one week in advance.
This is homework and will be reviewed in class.

Math - Mrs. Dansereau and Mrs. Boisvert

We recently finished our algebra unit with
coordinate graphing and functions. Students have a
better understanding that functions can be represented
three ways; as a rule, a table or a graph, and students are
comfortable moving between the three representations.
We also began our rather large unit on geometry and
measurement. Since geometry is unique, it is filled with
a variety of new vocabulary terms which we only see
when working with geometric figures. As a result,
students will be required to study their vocabulary terms
for homework so that they can read and interpret
directions and problems within our geometry unit and on
into MCAS in May. Along with the month of March,
we will be assigning our third quarter project which will
count as a test grade. More information will be provided
at the beginning of March.

Social Studies - Mrs. Daignault and Mr. McCourt

Students in Mrs. Daignault’s & Mr. McCourt’s
Social Studies classes are currently studying the region
of Southwest Asia. The first task was for students to get
to know the 15 countries that make up this exciting
region. Next students got to know what life was like on
the Arabian Peninsula (Life in the Desert). Following
desert life we discussed O.P.E.C. (what it is, who it is,
and what their job is). Students are currently exploring
the 3 major world religions that originated in the Middle
East. Students are exploring some of the similarities and
differences between Judaism, Christianity, and Islam and
also how these three religions shape the way people live
in this unique region of Asia. After this region students
will next study North/Central Asia, then East Asia, and
finish with Southeast Asia.




... 7" Grade. ..

Ancient Civilizations with Mrs. Hardy, Mrs.
Finnegan, Mrs. Carroll, Mrs. Turgeon, Mrs.
Abisla and Mrs. Kozlowski

Grade 7 students had quite an exciting time
continuing their study of Ancient Egypt with a trip
to the Boston Museum of Fine Arts-Egypt Exhibit.
The students were able to witness, first hand, some
of the fascinating artifacts of this amazing time
period, as well as to visit the Tomb 10A-complete
with a mummy’s head and all!! They gained
knowledge of this topic through the study of myths,
student created power point presentations and
various class activities. They will be wrapping up
this unit and moving on to study the Phoenicians
and Hebrews and the impact these two cultures had
on one another. It should be another exciting time
period to unfold and learn about!!!

Life Science with Mrs. Hardy and Mrs. Abisla

Having finished studying the building
blocks and blueprints of life (the cell and its DNA),
we are now equipped to roam the various kingdoms
of living things. Along the way we will stop at
various sign posts to meet many examples of the
flora and fauna found in nature- from itty bitty
bacteria to the largest organisms resting under the
giant sequoias.

English/Language Arts with Mrs. Carroll, Mrs.
Turgeon and Ms. Kozlowski

During this month students will focus on the
five-paragraph essay in preparation for MCAS
testing, which begins on March 23. In addition,
work will be done on the concept of
“foreshadowing” in literature. The quiz on the third
quarter independent reading book is scheduled for
Tuesday, March 9, so students should be well into
their novels by the beginning of the month.

Pre-Algebra with Mrs. Rose, Mrs. Finnegan, and
Mrs. Swanson

Students finished the month of February
working with ratios, proportions, unit rates, unit
pricing (hopefully they can help you find the better
deals at the store now!), and applying ratios to
determine if figures were similar.

The month of March will be spent on
Geometry. Be sure to ask your child this riddle:
“What did the little acorn say when he grew up?”
Students will also explore Pi (3.14) on March 15th
this year because the 14th falls on a Sunday (3/14).
During their classes, students will “discover” Pi by
measuring objects to see the ratio between the
diameter and the circumference. Students will read
about the history of Pi and listen to Pi songs as well.
Lastly, students will be eating real pie at the end of
class. We are looking forward to this exciting day.
Please encourage your child to keep up with
homework assignments and to stay after school for
extra help when necessary.




...8" Grade...

World History

In World History, we will be exploring the
Far East during medieval times. We will be looking
at the Tang and Song dynasties of China along with
the Mongol invasions led by Genghis Khan and
Kublai Khan. In medieval Japan, we will learn
about the samurai and their code of bushido. In
India, we will explore the great Mughal Empire,
muslim influence, and the Taj Mahal.

Physical Science

Mrs. McLean and Ms. Solari’s Physical
Science classes have completed a unit on the classes
of matter — elements, compounds and mixtures.
They are going to use what they have learned about
solutions and experimental design to plan and
conduct an experiment on factors that can change
the rate of dissolving. After conducting their well-
designed experiments, the students will evaluate
their results and publish a report of their
conclusions.

The next unit of study will dive into the
structure of the atom and a fun study of the
elements and periodic table. We will make models
of atoms out of fruit loops and uncover the patterns
on the periodic table.

English
With our study of The Diary of Anne Frank

behind us, we are looking forward to our next units

of study which will include poetry, figurative
language, non-fiction, and expository writing. We
will continue to build on these topics from previous
years as well as to prepare for the upcoming ELA
MCAS testing. In addition, we will continue our
study of grammar focusing on clauses and kinds of
sentences.

We are proud of our students’ accomplishments
thus far and remind them to keep up the good work
and remain diligent in their work and studies!

Grade 8 Math

In Extended Algebra, our first half study of
algebra will now be applied to new contexts. The
study of shapes, angles, and lines will now use the
skills that have been learned throughout the year.
The Pythagorean Theorem will be discussed in
addition to analyzing characteristics of polygons
and multi dimensional figures

In Algebra 1, we will continue our study of
polynomials. We are beginning to establish the
foundation for what will be used in Algebra 2.
Factoring, solving, and graphing will be the major
focus of the third quarter. The use of graphing
calculators will continue in order to provide the
students a technological perspective of what we are
studying.

Student Council News

Student council has been working
hard over the past month to
implement some of our annual
traditions during this time of year.
The week prior to February break we
were able to assist Mrs. Abrams in
putting together our second annual
Singing Telegrams. StuCo members
sold the telegrams at lunches for $2.00
and the Singing Telegrams were
"delivered" on the Friday before
vacation! Over $200 was raised to be
donated to the Red Cross/Haiti Relief

fund. Also the week prior to vacation
we had spirit days each of the days,
such as 'Fashion Disaster Day'',
Multiplicity Day', and ‘Hartnett
Pride Day"'. It is always nice to see the
school community come together and
participate in this way.

In the works for March in
conjunction with Mrs. Amanda
Smutok and NJHS, is a month long
"Pay-it Forward" theme, where each
of the weeks will have its own theme of

Paying it Forward. A few examples of
the themed weeks are: ''Donation
Week' where we will be collecting
items for Project Smile (stuffed
animals, coloring books, crayons, etc),
and “Thank You Week” where
students/staff may take some time to
write a Thank You note to some one in
the community (Fire, Police, town
officials, etc). Along with each week
we will have Spirit Dress-up Days. We
hope this is a huge success!



---WELLNESS NEWS...

Grade 6 Wellness
Students will be focusing on the following topics
during the rotation which ends on April 1%
Decision Making, Goal Setting, Time Management,
Tobacco, Advertising and "Tricky Techniques, and
Communication Skills.

Grade 7 Wellness
Students will be focusing on the following topics during
the rotation which ends on April 1st:
Body Image, Eating Disorder —Anorexia, Bulimia,
Healthy Lifestyle- Nutrition, Physical Activity, and
Obesity.

Grade 8 Wellness
Students will be focusing on the following topics during
the last half of the third quarter which ends on April 7th:
Stress Management, Anger Management, Skin
Cancer & Safe Sun Care.

NEW Physical Education Class
Offering:
Fitness for Life!

Starting with the current third quarter,
students in grades 7 and 8 scheduled for Directed
Study classes were given the opportunity to
participate in a new class offered through the PE
department called “Fitness for Life”. This new
offering allows student to track their fitness and
participate in a variety of different games. It is a one
quarter class offering. So far students have
participated in a Fitnessgram testing battery and
used pedometers to help track their overall
workouts. Students will be using Solar Watches and
track workouts both here and at home in the coming
weeks. This class has been fun for all and a
welcome addition to our learning environment here
at the Hartnett Middle School.

NJHS News ~ March

During the month of February, students and
staff worked hard to bring in a can of soup and one
dollar for the NJHS sponsored "Soup a Bowl”
event. We are pleased to announce that 248 cans of
soup will be donated to St. Paul's food pantry. In
addition $270 was donated the American Red Cross
Haiti Relief Fund. Thank you to all the students
and families who made donations!

The month of March has been named “Pay It
Forward Month” at Hartnett. NJHS and the Student
Council, along with Mrs. Smutok, are co-
sponsoring a toy drive from March 15™ - March
19th to benefit Project Smile. This charity collects
new or gently used stuffed animals, coloring
books/crayons, small toys and children's reading
books. These will be given to the police and fire
department to be distributed to children who are
involved in or who are witness to traumatic events.
We are always happy to reach out and help others!
To culminate the Project Smile drive and our month
of “Paying it Forward”, we will be inviting the
Blackstone and Millville Police and Fire
Departments, along with staff, students, and parents
to a spaghetti supper and a fun night of activities.
Please watch for details coming soon.

NJHS continues to lead Hartnett's effort to help out
in the community.
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